World War II (1942–1945)
· "Big Week" (Operation Argument): From February 20–25, 1944, the USAAF and RAF launched a massive air campaign against the German aviation industry. Over 4,000 heavy bomber sorties were flown, significantly degrading the Luftwaffe’s fighter force and securing Allied air superiority ahead of D-Day.
· Firebombing of Tokyo: On February 25, 1945, 334 B-29 Superfortresses dropped 1,667 tons of incendiary bombs on Tokyo, destroying 15 square miles of the city in one of the most devastating raids of the war.
· Operation Thunderclap: On February 3, 1945, nearly 1,000 B-17 bombers raided Berlin in the largest mission of the war to that date, targeting transportation and government centers.
· 1st Air Commando Group: On February 3, 1944, Col. Philip Cochran led the first Air Commando attack on Japanese forces in the China-Burma-India theater, pioneering specialized air support. 
Vietnam & Cold War (1947–1991) 
· Operation Homecoming: Beginning February 12, 1973, the Air Force began repatriating 591 American POWs from Hanoi following the Paris Peace Accords. C-141 Starlifters flew 54 missions to bring these service members home.
· First Non-stop Global Flight: On February 26, 1949, the B-50A Lucky Lady II took off from Carswell AFB, Texas, completing the first-ever non-stop flight around the world in 94 hours via four aerial refuelings.
· Operation Flaming Dart: On February 8, 1965, a USAF F-100 Super Sabre flew air cover for South Vietnamese strikes, marking the first Air Force air strike over North Vietnam.
· Operation Junction City: On February 22, 1967, 23 C-130s executed the first (and only major) combat parachute jump of the Vietnam War, dropping 700 troops of the 173d Airborne Brigade.
· Gulf War Ground Offensive: On February 24, 1991, the ground phase of Operation Desert Storm began, supported by a massive coalition air campaign that had already neutralized Iraqi defenses. 
Technological & Individual Milestones
· Streak Eagle Records: On February 1, 1975, Maj. Roger Smith set the eighth time-to-altitude world record in a modified F-15, reaching 30,000 meters in just under 3.5 minutes.
· First Satellite Launch Attempt: On February 28, 1959, the USAF launched Discoverer 1 from Vandenberg AFB. It was the first satellite intended for a polar orbit as part of the secret CORONA program.
· Chuck Yeager’s Final Sortie: On February 25, 1975, legendary pilot Brig. Gen. Chuck Yeager flew his final active-duty Air Force sortie in an F-4 Phantom II.
· Flight Nurse Graduation: The first class of 39 flight nurses graduated from the School of Air Evacuations on February 18, 1943, professionalizing aeromedical evacuation.

